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Rural Scotland in Focus 

1. Address a gap:  
• Evidence with impartial commentary 

• Connecting across topics and sectors 

2. Inform dialogue on: 
• Why and in what ways rural Scotland 

is changing 

• Persistent themes – “In Focus” 

3. Provide evidence in accessible 
format, with: 

• Fast-track to key data and reports 

• Extensive compendium of resources 
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Who has written it? 

1. Researchers from the Land Economy and 

Environment Research Group, SAC: 

– Associates of the Rural Policy Centre 

– Specialists in their fields 

2. Co-authors from Dot.Rural, Aberdeen Uni. 

3. Contributors from across UK 
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Produced through partnership 
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What themes does the 

Report cover? 
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Changes and trends: 
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Drivers of change: 
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Infrastructure & Technology 
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Population and Housing 
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Index of Predicted Population Change by Rural Local Authority (2010-35) (Fig. 1, p. 10) 



Population and Housing 
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Predicted changes in 

working age 

population (2010-35) 

(Fig. 3, p. 11) 



Population and Housing 
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(Fig. 7, p. 13) 

Second Homes Vacant Homes Second and Vacant Homes

Large urban 0.9% 2.6% 3.5%

Other Urban 0.7% 2.5% 3.2%

Accessible Towns 0.8% 2.4% 3.2%

Remote Towns 2.0% 2.8% 4.8%

Accessible Rural 1.7% 3.2% 4.9%

Remote Rural 7.4% 4.6% 12.0%

Scotland 1.4% 2.8% 4.2%

Proportion of Housing Stock that is:

Area

(Table 1, p. 13) 



Scotland’s Environment 
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(Fig. 20, p. 25) 



Towns and rural Scotland: 

vibrant or vulnerable?  

The Vulnerability Index 

• Data analysis done by Rural Services 

Network and Rose Regeneration 

• 90 settlements across Scotland  

• Based on four indicators (2011-12 data) 
– The proportion of the local population of working age  

– the proportion of the local population claiming JSA  

– the proportion of the local population working in the public sector 

– a measure of income deprivation derived from the SIMD 
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Towns and rural Scotland: 

vibrant or vulnerable?  
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Towns and rural Scotland: 

vibrant or vulnerable?  
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What is the role of the private sector 

in the resilience of rural Scotland?  
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Employment by Industry Size and in the Public Sector by Geographic Area (Fig. 3, p. 46) 
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The third sector and civil society in 

rural Scotland: present and future? 

20 Charities per 10,000 population in Scotland (Fig. 1, p. 59) 



The third sector and civil society in 

rural Scotland: present and future? 
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Scale of operation of rural and urban charities carrying out services (Fig. 4, p. 61) 



The third sector and civil society in 

rural Scotland: present and future? 
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Community Land Scotland 

members: January 2012 (Fig. 5, p. 

63) 



Next generation broadband in rural Scotland: 

mobilising, meeting and anticipating demand  

– Much of rural Scotland remains in the ‘final 

third’ with ‘not-spots’ and ‘twilight zones’; 

urban Scotland’s connectivity is getting 

faster, faster 

– Significant investment is required, 

including by communities themselves, 

even to maintain the digital divide 

– NGB enables the realisation of commonly-

accepted ‘rights’ for Scotland’s citizens 
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Next generation broadband in rural Scotland: 

mobilising, meeting and anticipating demand  

 

24 (Figs. 2-4, p. 80) 



What are the implications for rural 

Scotland of a low carbon future? 
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Per capita CO2 emissions 

by local authority, 2009 

(Fig. 3, p. 91) 



What are the implications for rural 

Scotland of a low carbon future? 

26 Total CO2 emissions by local authority, 2009 (kt CO2) (Fig. 3, p. 91) 



What are the implications for rural 

Scotland of a low carbon future? 
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Average National Home Energy Rating by local authority (Fig. 6, p. 92) 



What are the implications for rural 

Scotland of a low carbon future? 
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Per capita CO2 emissions for the land 

use sector by local authority (Fig. 9, 

p. 98) 



Policy: where next? 

1. Evidence from Report supports claim that 

specific characteristics make rural 

Scotland different from urban: 
• Not privileged, not separate: different 

2. National policies must be tailored to rural 

and to diversity of rural 

3. Precedents:  
• National Performance Framework through LAs 

• Client groups 

4. “Fit for purpose”: necessity not luxury 
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Rural Policy Centre 

For more information on the work of the 

Rural Policy Centre please email: 

jane.atterton@sac.ac.uk  

or  see:  

www.sac.ac.uk/ruralpolicycentre 

 

For more information on Rural Scotland in 

Focus Reports/Rural Society Research 

Team please email: 

Sarah.skerratt@sac.ac.uk   

or see: 

http://www.sac.ac.uk/info/120259/rural_soc

iety  

mailto:jane.atterton@sac.ac.uk
http://www.sac.ac.uk/ruralpolicycentre
mailto:Sarah.skerratt@sac.ac.uk
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