Community Case Study

Graham Mellish
Rainow Broadband Group



Rainow, near Macclesfield
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3 miles north-east of Macclesfield
1,300 residents



Rainow Broadband Group

* Established in 2010, article in Parish magazine
* Local exchange in Bollington was upgraded in 2011
 Community campaign via local paper,
radio station and events
* Group enlist MP, local Councillor and
Parish Council to lobby BT
* May 2012 - problems with site of new cabinet

causes delay



Success!

* Cabinet goes live
September 2012

* Now over 45% take-up
double Cheshire average

* But outer reaches of the
village remain a challenge
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Was it worth the wait?

* From 0.5 to 65mbps

* Now have a smart TV, a laptop, TV catch-up and a tablet
* It has transformed our use of the internet

* Download files and films in minutes rather than hours

* Grandchildren can do their homework online

* You soon get used to it, quite a shock when you go

back to a slow connection!



