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Places: How do we think  
about them? 



Economic activity in a Spiky World 



Changing agenda for understanding role of  
sub- regional cities and economic geography 



HMT, DTI and ODPM (2006)  

What do you see? 





The weakness of Hull as an economic 
centre means there are fewer labour 

market relationships with neighbouring 
areas – but more opportunities around 

firm links: 
 

Overall Commuting Patterns 
(ward level) 



The strength of Manchester as an 
economic centre generates labour 

market relationships with 
neighbouring areas: 

 
Overall Commuting 

Patterns  
(ward level)  
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Economic geography of Maritime (‘Liverpool Superport’) and Creative and Digital industries 



10% of Y&H’s logistics 

companies located in 

East Riding

16% of UK’s 

port traffic – 

bulk cargo

Associated sectors: caravan industry, chemicals industry, renewables Potential to relieve congestion and 

environmental impacts of southern ports

Relatively small TTWAs 

Bulk traffic – 

worldwide

Retail – Europe 

& Asia

Cars - Europe

50% volume distributed along M62

Port-centric 

logistics

Castle Street

A160/
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Strong forecast as 

distribution location 
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Firm links – Ports and Logistics 



Workplace earnings in the economic centres Approximate TTWA surrounding economic centres 

Other factors: Pull of Economic Centre 



Life choices in the Manchester 
city region  



City A – Economic centre City B – Neighbouring town / city
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‘Places are different' 



Manchester City Region 



 

Leeds City Region 



 

Tyne & Wear City Region 





LEPs and their natural economic areas 



How did they do on creating jobs? 



Productivity? 



What should they do? 



Focus on the ‘wider drivers’ 



a. b. c. 



a. b. c. 



Direct business interventions should be realistic and focused 

a. b. c. 



• Local economies are open and dynamic; understanding more about the relationships between them helps 
policymakers prioritise investment 
 

• Places need a clear and realistic understanding of the different roles they play in local economies  
 

• Stronger economic centres support mutually beneficial relationships between places – but weaker areas need to act 
to make the most of this potential 
 

• Skills are critical to individuals and places making the most of economic links 
 

• Firm links should be understood as places try to support enterprise-led growth 

Summary 



• Places are different, dynamic and inter-dependent 
• Potential gap between evidence and aspiration  
• Internal and external focus 
• Integrating different concepts of ‘place’  

– ‘where I live’ (neighbourhood) 
– ‘how I am governed’ (local authority area) 
– ‘how the economy works’ (city-region or sub-region) 

• Governance challenges 
– Horizontal 
– Vertical 

Final Reflections 
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