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Rural Services Network 

forms partnership with

the National Trust

THE Rural Services Network [1] – England's biggest rural partnership – has agreed an exciting new collaboration with the National Trust [2] – one of the country's biggest conservation charities.

The trust and network believe there is mutual benefit in working together for the benefit of rural communities and the wider countryside.

Areas that the two organisations will work on together include:

·         Data sharing, so that local economic, social and environmental data held by the two parties can be accessed by each and possibly analysed alongside each other;

·         Good practice, so work by the National Trust on issues such as housing, local services, local economies and community energy schemes, can be accessed by network members;

·         Surveys, so both organisations can use focus groups and questionnaires to access the opinions of a wider section of the rural community;

The two organisations are also exploring areas of interest where an exchange of information and views are deemed valuable – such as the implementation of neighbourhood planning.

Welcoming the new relationship, Rural Services Network chief executive Graham Biggs MBE said: "We see this as a very significant development, we have long held the view that working in collaboration with other organisations with shared interests is the most effective beneficial way forward for all involved.”
Mr Biggs added: “It will bring benefits to rural communities as both organisations can combine their efforts and intelligence to further rural interests and enable more robust consideration of rural policy issues as they arise.”
Speaking on behalf of the National Trust, XXXXX XXXXXX said: "xxxxxx  xxxxxx xxxxxx xxxxxx xxxxxx xxxxxx xxxxxx xxxxxx xxxxxx xxxxxx xxxxxx xxxxxx xxxxxx xxxxxx xxxxxx xxxxxx xxxxxx xxxxxx xxxxxx xxxxxx xxxxxx xxxxxx xxxxxx xxxxxx"

 xxxxxx xxxxxx xxxxxx xxxxxx xxxxxx xxxxxx xxxxxx xxxxxx xxxxxx xxxxxx xxxxxx xxxxxx xxxxxx xxxxxx xxxxxx xxxxxx xxxxxx xxxxxx xxxxxx xxxxxx xxxxxx xxxxxx xxxxxx xxxxxx xxxxxx xxxxxx xxxxxx xxxxxx xxxxxx xxxxxx.

Notes to editors:

1. The Rural Services Network is the coalition of over 1100 of England's most rural local authorities and 80 other public service providers and rural interest groups. For details, see: www.rsnonline.org.uk.

2. The National Trust xxxxx xxxxx xxxxx xxxxx xxxxx xxxxx xxxxx xxxxx xxxxx xxxxx xxxxx xxxxx xxxxx xxxxx xxxxx xxxxx xxxxx xxxxx xxxxx xxxxx xxxxx xxxxx xxxxx xxxxx xxxxx xxxxx xxxxx xxxxx. For details, see: www.nationaltrust.org.uk.
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