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A map of the venue is attached

AGENDA

1.
Introduction - Roger Begy, Chairman of SPARSE Rural

2.
Overview of the current situation - Graham Biggs, SPARSE Rural Chief Executive

3.
Finance

(a) Business Rate Proposals

The current position will be discussed in detail.  Attached is an overview report from Pixel.
(Attachment 1)

We anticipate however that by the meeting further papers will be issued by Government and these will be circulated as we receive them.

(Attachments 2 and 3)

(b) LG Futures Report

This is a crucial report for the Group and will form the basis for our representations.
(Attachments 4 and 5)

(c) Fairer Funding --- our call to Government

The meeting will ask to agree our precise call to Government for fairer reflection of the additional costs arising from providing services in rural areas.

4.
Rural Economy

To decide what steps the Group can take to assist in this area as the Commission for Rural Communities closes.
5.
Best Practice Service

To seek the views of Leaders on what approach they would consider most beneficial.  Options will be canvassed.
6.
All Party Parliamentary Group

To discuss with Leaders how stronger links can be created between member authorities and members of the Group and Rural MPs generally.
7.
Regional Forums/Seminars


To talk through the newly planned arrangements.
8.
Rural Farming and Food Networks

To discuss the extent to which the Group should be involved with these intended new arrangements.
9.
Which of our Services are Most Appreciated?


To take Leader’s soundings on future priorities.
10.
Future Meetings

11.
Any other Business

 David Inman  Director  Sparse Rural and the Rural Services Network
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