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Foreword

Sir Ian Macdonald of Sleat 
Chairman, East Riding of Yorkshire Rural 
Partnership

The privilege of chairing the East Riding of Yorkshire 
Rural Partnership is particularly exciting at this time 
of change.  Many of the ambitions 2005 East Riding 
of Yorkshire Rural Strategy have been realised, 
but social, economic and environmental changes 
continue to generate challenges. 

Therefore I am delighted that we have been able to 
produce this new Rural Strategy in partnership with 
East Riding of Yorkshire Council, and I must thank 
members of the Rural Partnership for the significant 
contribution in time and expertise that they have 
given during its development.

This Rural Strategy, with its companion Action 
Plan, presents a rare window of opportunity for all 
organisations and individuals with rural interests 
at heart to join their efforts to a common purpose 
of improving the life of rural communities and 
businesses and helping to ensure the sustainability 
of the countryside. 

Our hope is that by addressing the shared priorities 
identified in these pages together, rural communities 
and businesses in the Rural East Riding will 
become better placed to realise their own goals and 
ambitions.

Councillor Jane Evison
Portfolio Holder for Economic Development, 
Tourism and Rural Issues, East Riding of 
Yorkshire Council

With its wonderfully varied landscape, attractive 
settlements and dramatic coastline, the East Riding of 
Yorkshire is one of England’s distinctive rural areas. 

Whilst this may, for some, conjure up images of a 
rural ‘idyll’, current economic uncertainty and major 
policy changes are presenting rural communities and 
businesses with both acute challenges and exciting 
opportunities. 

Often, the factors that make the Rural East Riding 
so special, such as its attractive countryside and low 
population density, also present difficulties, whether 
for a rural community seeking to access services or a 
rural business looking to reach new customers.

In addition, in an increasingly complex world, rural 
problems rarely lend themselves to simple solutions.  
The close and immediate inter-dependence that exists 
between rural communities, rural businesses and 
the local environment means that actions aimed at 
addressing rural priorities need to be joined-up and 
carefully designed.  

Now, more than ever, we need to come up with 
innovative and effective ways of developing our rural 
economy and supporting the resourcefulness of 
our rural communities while caring for our unique 
environment. 

The arrival of this new Rural Strategy could not 
be more timely.  I hope you will support the Rural 
Strategy and help us to enhance the vibrancy and 
prosperity of the Rural East Riding in the years 
ahead. 

The privelege of chairing the East Riding of Yorkshire 
Rural Partnership is particularly exciting at this 
time of change.  Many of the ambitions of the 2005 
East Riding of Yorkshire Rural Strategy have been 
realised, but social, economic and environmental 
changes continue to generate challenges.
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1 Introducing the New Rural Strategy
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Progress against the 2005 Rural Strategy 
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bringing services nearer to the people and a new purpose-built hospital in Beverley
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growth.  Humber and YNYER LEP activities are likely to assist rural economic growth 
in sectors such as sustainable agriculture and tourism, and result in the development 
of stronger and more focused rural business networks. Road and rail infrastructure 
improvements and better broadband and mobile phone services should benefit both 
urban and rural areas, enabling better labour market mobility. East Ridng of Yorkshire 
Council’s Economic Development Service, which includes Rural Programmes and 
External Funding Teams, is working closely with both LEPs to enable business growth.  
This work will link with and be reflected in the Rural Strategy’s Action Plan as it is  
rolled forward.
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2012

Social Care Act (2012) will bring fundamental changes in the planning and delivery of




            



             


            
          


   



 


           


            
           



• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 


            


           
             
         



 



          





 

   
         

          



            



             


            
          


   



 


           


            
           



• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 


            


           
             
         



 



          





 

   
         

          



            



             


            
          


   



 


           


            
           



• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 


            


           
             
         



 



          





 

   
         

          



            



             


            
          


   



 


           


            
           



• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 


            


           
             
         



 



          





 

   
         

          



            



             


            
          


   



 


           


            
           



• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 


            


           
             
         



 



          





 

   
         

          


WHY A NEW RURAL STRATEGY IS NEEDED

15   

•	 Maximising	Our	 Potential	 - working with others to support sustainable economic 
growth and strong communities, ensuring the East Riding is a great place to invest in, 
live, work and visit

•	 Valuing	 Our	 Environment	 - responding to climate change, developing our  
infrastructure and safeguarding our heritage

•	 Supporting	Vulnerable	People,	Reducing	Inequalities	- supporting in times of need, 
protecting from harm and improving the quality of life

•	 Promoting	Health,	Wellbeing	 and	 Independence	 - helping people to stay healthy, 
strong and fit for the future

•	 Reducing	Costs,	Raising	Performance	-developing our workforce and working with 
partners to provide excellent service, effective governance and value for money.
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The East Riding of Yorkshire Rural Partnership is linked to the LSP through its links to 
the Economy and Skills Action Group and the Environment Action Group. The Rural 
Partnership sees the Rural Strategy and its Action Plan as the key route through which 
new approaches to  rural economic development and the provision of rural services can 
be achieved. This will help East Riding of Yorkshire Council and its partners to address 
local strategic priorities, in a new and challenging financial and policy climate.
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Av Govt Grant Per Head  
(England)

Av Govt Grant Per Head
(predominantly rural area)

Av Govt Grant Per Head
(East Riding of Yorkshire)

£486.96 £324.41 £304.28

Av Council Tax Per Head   
(England)

Av Council Tax Per Head   
(predominantly rural area )

Av Council Tax Per Head  
(East Riding of Yorkshire)

£398.10 £488.12 £440.34

Av Annual Local Earnings   
(England)

Av Annual Local Earnings 
(predominantly rural area)   

Av Annual Local Earnings   
(East Riding of Yorkshire) 

£21,560 £19,320 £18,784

,



•           


• 
•         

          



           
         




 


 


           




 

      

         
         
            
            
         
            
            
         
             
         
        



 



            
          

             

         



 

   
            

•           


• 
•         

          



           
         




 


 


           




 

      

         
         
            
            
         
            
            
         
             
         
        



 



            
          

             

         



 

   
            

WHY A NEW RURAL STRATEGY IS NEEDED

17














  









  









  

          

          



           



         



 

          

         
            
        

           
         




             

             
           
              

           
            
          



  

            





.







 





 


































           









WHY A NEW RURAL STRATEGY IS NEEDED

18

•           


• 
•         

          



           
         




 


 


           




 

      

         
         
            
            
         
            
            
         
             
         
        



 



            
          

             

         



 

   
            

East Riding Local Strategic Partnership - Community Plan 

East Riding of Yorkshire Council Business Plan and Financial Strategy 2011-2015                        

East Riding of Yorkshire Council - Local Plan/Core Strategy

East Riding of Yorkshire Council - Local Transport Plan 3 2011-2026

NHS and East Riding of Yorkshire Council - Joint Health Strategy  

East Riding Local Strategic Partnership - Economic Development Strategy 

East Riding Biodiversity Partnership - Biodiversity  Strategy and Action Plan

East Riding Cultural Partnership - Cultural Strategy 2011-2015

East Riding of Yorkshire Council - Housing Strategy/Sub-Strategies

East Riding of Yorkshire Council - Climate Change Strategy

East Riding of Yorkshire Council - Voluntary and Community Sector Strategy 

East Riding of Yorkshire Council - Local Broadband Plan 

Humber Estuary Coastal Authorities Group - Shoreline Management Plan 2

Positive about Life: East Riding of Yorkshire Strategy for Older People 2010-2015

Living Well with Dementia: East Riding of Yorkshire Strategy for Dementia 2009-2014

East Riding of Yorkshire Council Telecare Strategy 2010 (Draft)

East Riding  of Yorkshire and North Yorkshire Waterways Strategy (forthcoming 2012)

East Yorkshire Child Poverty Needs Assessment and Strategy (forthcoming 2012) 
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The Egan Wheel is shown in Figure 4.  At its core it suggests that key elements of a 
sustainable community are that it should be well designed and built, active, inclusive 
and safe, well-run, well connected, well served, environmentally sensitive, fair for 
everyone and thriving.
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VISION, OUTCOMES AND OBJECTIVES

Given that no universally accepted definition of a ‘sustainable rural community’ 
exists. a comprehensive SWOT analysis has been undertaken to help define 
three fundamental desired outcomes that would help build more sustainable 
rural communities in the East Riding of Yorkshire.  In order to reach them,  
considerable work will be necessary tot ackle inherent weaknesses and threats, and 
to build on strengths in order to grasp major opportunities. The SWOT analysis 
has therefore informed the development of a set of key objectives and a range of 
associated actions designed to achieve the objectives.  It has also been used to develop 
an overall vision for sustainable rural communities in the East Riding of Yorkshire.  
A detailed SWOT analysis has been undertaken for the community, economic and 
environmental aspects.  This is shown in an integrated form, which highlights the 
most critical features, in Figure 5.
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SUSTAINABLE	COMMUNITIES	IN	THE	RURAL EAST RIDING

STRENGTHS WEAKNESSES

High quality environment Peripheral and relatively remote 

Diverse, resilient rural economy with skilled and mobile 
workforce 

Limited public transport and poor access to services for 
residents without access to a car

Productive agricultural and horticultural sectors Infrastructure gaps - roads, communications, facilities

Good access to nature Slow broadband speeds and poor coverage 

Attractive to visitors High levels of outward commuting

High quality of life, good residential offer Loss of local facilities/services

Low levels of crime Low-skills/low-wage economy in deprived and some rural 
areas

Relatively low levels of traffic congestion Localised market horizons/predominantly small employers

Formal and informal networks (business and community) Poor access to training and workforce development 

High rate of business start-ups Declining biodiversity and environmental resilience

Generally good educational standards Lack of affordable housing/rural housing stock often of 
poorer quality

Unspoilt, attractive countryside Limited and variable community capacity 

Strong community transport sector Relative lack of knowledge-based industries 

Self-reliant and resilient communities 

OPPORTUNITIES THREATS
Untapped natural, built heritage and cultural assets Climate change impacts including increasing risk of  

flooding and drought

Sustainable tourism development (heritage tourism, nature 
tourism)

Uncertainty over rural and farming funding reform 

Appropriate renewable energy development Possible reductions in public transport - poor transport 
connectivity and access to services

Localism, social enterprise and collective community 
action/government seed-corn funding recently announced

Demographic change - pressure on services from ageing 
population

Agricultural and horticultural innovation Closure of retail outlets and pubs 

The green economy and provision of ecosystems services 
based on the area’s natural resources 

Coastal erosion

Improved access to nature and healthy living Lack of private sector investment and barriers to rural  
business growth

Locally produced food - growing interest in provenance Environmental impacts of further intensification of land 
use and farming

Opportunities to expand the digital and creative industries Reducing pool of volunteers for community projects 

Government funding for major transport schemes and the 
community transport sector

Pressures on community cohesion in some areas 

New framework for future EU rural funding programmes Fuel poverty and poor access to healthcare 

Funding for rural broadband and community broadband 
schemes

Increasing isolation experienced by “hidden” disadvantaged 
rural residents
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From the SWOT analysis a vision for the creation of sustainable rural communities 
in the East Riding of Yorkshire has been developed.  The Rural Strategy’s Action Plan 
will take forward a range of actions that will support the vision of -

Figure	6:		Desired	Outcomes	and	Key	Objectives



    

 
             
















           

         
           
     
  








 
 
 


 


 
 


 
 
 













DESIRED	OUTCOMES KEY	OBJECTIVES

Rural communities are 
sustainable and inclusive, with 
good utilities, appropriate 
infrastructure, fair access to 
services and a good quality  
of life for all residents.

SC1 1. To identify and address rural disadvantage and deprivation.

SC2 2. To help rural communities become more healthy, active 
and enterprising.

SC3 3. To maintain and improve public and community transport 
networks.

SC4 4. To help rural communities develop community broadband 
projects.

Rural businesses are aware 
of future challenges and 
opportunities, and can grow 
to create new jobs and provide 
improved local services.

E1 1. To identify and address barriers to rural business growth.

E2 2. To encourage new economic development based on natural 
resources.

E3 3. To support the development of sustainable agriculture.

E4 4. To support the development of rural business networks.

E5 5. To provide a policy framework for future rural 
development programmes.

The rural environment is 
managed in a joined-up way, 
and residents take positive 
action to help maintain and 
develop the local landscape.

ENV1 1. To help secure and enhance the high quality rural  
environment and biodiversity.

ENV2 2. To deepen local understanding of, and participation in, 
environmental management activity.

ENV3 3. To facilitate work to ensure access to the countryside is 
available to all.

23

ojectives will be taken forward through a series of practical activities, which are 
included in the Rural Strategy’s Action Plan.

3.8
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Shortly after it’s formation in 2005 the Commission for Rural Communities set 
about the task of producing an up-to-date and detailed review of the evidence

DESIRED	OUTCOMES KEY	OBJECTIVES

Rural communities are 
sustainable and inclusive, with 
good utilities, appropriate 
infrastructure, fair access to 
services and a good quality of 
life for all residents.

SC1 1. To identify and address rural disadvantage and deprivation.

SC2 2. To help rural communities become more healthy, active 
and enterprising.

SC3 3. To maintain and improve public and community transport 
networks.

SC4 4. To help rural communities develop community broadband 
projects.
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• A health service fit for the East Riding of Yorkshire:   we want a health service  
which suits the dispersed, largely rural nature of our communities, with services  
which make full use of new technology and clinical advances to provide more 
accessible, local services. 

• The best health-care:   we want people to have access to the highest standards of 
care in the way we would want for our friends and families

• The best health:  we want to improve life expectancy for local people, enable them 
to live independently for as long as possible and reduce significantly the health 
care inequalities that some of our communities face
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An East Riding of Yorkshire Community Transport Strategy will be 
launched in 2012. This will aim to establish the extent of unmet need for

7
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DESIRED	OUTCOMES KEY	OBJECTIVES

Rural businesses are aware of future 
challenges and opportunities, and 
can grow to create new jobs and 
provide improved local services.

E1 1. To identify and address barriers to rural business 
growth.

E2 2. To encourage new economic development based on 
natural resources.

E3 3. To support the development of sustainable agriculture.

E4 4. To support the development of rural business net-
works.

E5 5. To provide a policy framework for future rural 
development programmes.

Rural economies have a great deal to offer.  They represent one-fifth of England’s 
economy, contributing £200 billion (19%) of national Gross Value Added 
(GVA)(2008).
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Market Towns and Rural Estates
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assist the area’s farm businesses and

Reform of the EU Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) is due to take 
effect in 2013.  Current proposals look likely to link a greater degree of
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DESIRED	OUTCOMES KEY	OBJECTIVES

The rural environment is 
managed in a joined-up way, and 
residents take positive action to 
help maintain and develop the 
local landscape.

ENV1 1. To help secure and enhance the high quality rural  
environment and biodiversity.

ENV2 2. To deepen local understanding of, and participation in, 
environmental management activity.

ENV3 3. To facilitate work to ensure access to the countryside is 
available to all.
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actions to
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A desired outcome of the Rural 

Strategy is to       
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Riding Local Strategic Partnership, via its membership of the LSP’s Economy and Skills
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‘in-kind’.
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 This Action Plan identifies the key actions necessary to deliver the Rural Strategy’s 
twelve objectives.  These objectives and actions have been further developed into a set 
of practical activities accompanied by a broad-brush timeline. 

 As work on the Action Plan is taken forward, potential delivery partners will come 
together to determine who will lead, or contribute to, the activities - and resources will 
be identified.  It is intended that this document should be available to govern and steer 
the delivery process from February / March 2013.  A detailed risk register will also be 
compiled.    

 It is anticipated that an annual review of progress against the Action Plan will be an 
important indicator of success in delivering the overall Rural Strategy.

 The Action Plan is included at pages 65 to 67.

ACTION PLAN

9.1

9.2

9.3

9.4

The Action Plan



SUSTAINABLE	RURAL	COMMUNITIES		

Objectives Actions Activities Timeline
SC1 
To identify and 
address rural 
disadvantage and 
deprivation. 

To develop joint working and 
enhanced communication between 
partners to maximise the positive 
impact of public sector interventions 
to address rural disadvantage.

SC1.1 Research opportunities for a partnership approach that better 
integrates key responses (e.g. social care, transport provision, 
financial inclusion).  Prepare an interdisciplinary report 
describing the research findings. 

2013 -2014

SC1.2 Introduce new tools for improved interdisciplinary working 
in delivering rural services (e.g. publish a guide or handbook 
for practitioners in the field). 

2014

To support measures to provide more 
affordable housing and address fuel 
poverty in rural areas. 

SC1.3 Undertake work through a proposed Housing Sub-Group 
of ERYRP to identify opportunities for affordable housing 
development and interventions to increase energy efficiency / 
reduce fuel costs in housing stock. 

Ongoing

To develop a sub-strategy for Rural 
Access to Services, including  
Equitable Access Standards linked  
to the Local Plan Core Strategy.   

SC1.4 Prepare a draft sub-strategy with assistance and input from 
the East Riding of Yorkshire Council’s Forward Planning and 
Planning and Development Management Sections and seek 
approval for this from the Council. 

2013

SC2
To help rural 
communities become 
more healthy, active 
and enterprising.

To help communities respond to the 
Localism Act, survey local assets, 
increase civic participation and 
develop sustainable projects that meet 
local needs. 

SC2.1 Provide advice to rural communities wanting to identify, 
protect and develop appropriate uses for sustainable 
community assets and sign-post communities to East Riding 
of Yorkshire Council services dealing with community 
assets and council property that may become surplus to 
requirements. 

Ongoing

SC2.2 Provide a policy framework and direct support for 
rural communities developing or reviewing Parish or 
Neighbourhood Plans.  Where feasible, provide advice and 
support for the development of projects identified as priorities 
in such Plans. 

Ongoing

To identify rural health inequalities and 
undertake work to develop practical 
actions to address the problems.   

SC2.3 Undertake a desktop review of the available literature and 
evidence on this rural health inequalities and work with 
partners in the health sector to develop improved ‘reach’ 
into rural communities for a range of service provision and 
healthy-living initiatives. 

2013 - 2015

To ensure rural communities can 
maximise and integrate local funding 
opportunities.

SC2.4 Work with Community Energy Fund Panels to encourage 
them to adopt the outcomes of local consultations and Parish 
Plans as key priorities for funding. Work to ensure that rural 
communities are aware of other external funding pots.   

Ongoing

SC3
To maintain and 
improve public and 
community transport 
networks.

To provide strategic business 
planning advice and expertise to the 
rural community transport sector, 
and improve access to community 
transport services for rural residents. 

SC3.1 To provide a rural community transport advice line for 
residents unable to access key services, and seek to broker 
appropriate solutions to rural transport issues. 

2013 - 2014

SC3.2 Prepare a Community Transport Strategy for the East Riding 
of Yorkshire. 

2013

SC3.3 Develop a Parish Transport Toolkit to assist rural  
communities to take practical action to address local  
community transport issues and needs.

2013

SC4
To help rural 
communities 
develop community 
broadband projects.

To support work to stimulate demand 
for improved broadband in rural 
communities and encourage the 
development of community-led 
broadband projects in ‘hard-to-reach’ 
areas. 

SC4.1 Work with partner agencies to encourage take-up of the local 
broadband demand registration survey, and support local 
community-led demand stimulation work. 

2013

SC4.2 To provide technical advice and assistance to rural 
communities developing or considering the development of 
community broadband projects. 

Ongoing
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THE	RURAL	ECONOMY		

Objectives Actions Activities Timeline
E1
To identify and  
address barriers to 
rural business growth.

To undertake consultation with 
rural SMEs and micro-businesses 
to identify local barriers to, and 
opportunities for, business growth. 

E1.1 Run a series of events via rural business networks to establish 
the views of the local business community and collect relevant 
data to establish a baseline position. 

2013

To improve access to training and 
skills development in rural areas. 

E1.2 Identify practical measures and cost effective local solutions 
to transport and access barriers to training and skills 
development. 

2013 - 2015

E1.3 Work with rural business networks to better assess workforce 
development needs and seek to broker skills development 
solutions based on sound evidence of need and demand. 

2013 - 2015

E2
To encourage 
new economic 
development based  
on natural resources. 

To support the development of the 
‘green economy’ in the Rural East 
Riding.

E2.1 Research the opportunities for developing the green economy 
in the Rural East Riding, including the potential to expand 
further the renewable energy sector in appropriate contexts.  
Produce a supplementary report for East Riding of Yorkshire 
Council and ERYRP. 

2013 - 2015

E2.2 Form a Green Economy Sub-Group and work through this 
to establish the potential and highlight opportunities for 
land-based renewable energy generation and other economic 
development based on natural resources. 

2013 - 2015

To support the development of the 
sustainable rural tourism offer in the 
East Riding of Yorkshire. 

E2.3 Undertake research to define more clearly  the precise nature 
and composition of the market for ‘sustainable rural tourism’, 
including a better understanding of the target market, core 
product range and key ‘added value’ items.  

2014

E3
To support the 
development 
of sustainable 
agriculture. 

To assess the impacts of market, 
technical and policy changes on 
farming and the rural economy.

E3.1 To assess the impacts of market, technical and policy changes 
on farming and the rural economy.

Ongoing

To prepare a sub-strategy on 
sustainable rural economic 
development for potential use as a 
material consideration in planning 
applications.  

E3.2 Prepare a draft a sub-strategy with input / guidance from East 
Riding of Yorkshire Council’s Forward Planning and Planning 
and Develop Management Sections and seek approval for this 
from the Council. 

2013

E4
To support the 
development of rural 
business networks.

To continue the development of the 
market for locally produced food 
through facilitation of the East Riding 
Local Food Network. 

E4.1 Support the development of the East Riding Local Food 
Network as a not-for-profit limited company. 

2013 - 2014

E4.2 Develop new markets for local food sectors through 
promotional activities e.g. Seafood Festivals etc. 

Ongoing 

E4.3 Develop and further promote the ‘EnJoY East Yorkshire’ 
brand. 

Ongoing

To research the scope for business 
network development in the digital / 
creative industries. 

E4.4 Undertake consultation with local businesses in the digital 
and creative sector to establish the potential for new rural 
business network development in this field. 

2014

E5
To provide a policy 
framework for future 
rural development 
programmes.

To provide evidence and strategic 
focus for the development of new 
rural programmes under the emerging 
EU Common Strategic Framework.

E5.1 To provide evidence and strategic focus for the development 
of new rural programmes under the emerging EU Common 
Strategic Framework.

2013 - 2014 
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THE	RURAL	ENVIRONMENT		

Objectives Actions Activities Timeline
ENV1
To help secure 
and  enhance a 
sustainable future 
for our high quality 
rural landscape and 
biodiversity.

Assess and respond to the potential 
impacts of Climate Change on the 
Rural East Riding. 

ENV1.1 Support and encourage the development of  small-scale 
actions and projects that enable rural communities to mitigate 
or adapt to the effects of Climate Change.

2013 - 2015

To contribute to the work of 
the East Riding of Yorkshire 
Biodiversity Partnership and the 
delivery of the EYBAP. 

ENV1.2 Develop joint actions with the Biodiversity Partnership in 
line with the ERYBAP. 

2013 - 2015

Assess the potential for the  
provision of ecosystem services as 
part of work to determine the scope 
for appropriate green economic 
development. 

ENV1.3 Review national and regional research on ecosystem services 
and their valuation, and review / maintain awareness of 
current policy on this issue in relation to reform of the 
Common Agricultural Policy.   

2013 - 2014

To contribute to work to develop 
a Landscape Partnership for the 
Yorkshire Wolds and assess the 
potential for other landscape  
designations for the Rural East 
Riding. 

ENV1.4 Participate in work to develop and consolidate a Landscape 
Partnership for the Yorkshire Wolds and provide input and 
assistance with future funding proposals as appropriate.  
Work with the ERYRP to assess the potential for landscape 
designations. 

2013

ENV2
To deepen local 
understanding of, 
and participation 
in, environmental 
management activity. 

To support the work of local 
partnerships dealing with the 
natural environment and deepen 
local understanding of and 
participation in environmental 
management activity. 

ENV2.1 Work with the LNP to develop and communicate best 
practice for facilitating appropriate local engagement and 
participation in environmental management activity.  

2013

ENV2.2 Support the work of the East Riding and North Yorkshire 
Waterways Partnership and produce a supplementary paper 
on current and future water management issues in the East 
Riding.

2013 - 2015

ENV2.3 Undertake work at a local community level to stimulate local 
engagement with environmental management activity. 

2013 - 2015

ENV2.4 Develop a comprehensive database of national examples of 
good practice in this work area, and disseminate this to key 
local partner agencies. 

2013

ENV3
To facilitate work to 
ensure access to the 
countryside is available 
to all.

To facilitate the work of the Joint 
East Riding of Yorkshire and 
Kingston Upon Hull Local Access 
Forum.

ENV3.1 Deliver the secretariat for the Local Access Forum, including 
the facilitation of responses to consultation on Public Rights-
of-Way issues.  Produce annual reports. 

Ongoing 

To contribute to local activities 
aimed at reconnecting people with 
nature. 

ENV3.2 Work jointly with partners and colleagues facilitating the 
Hull & East Riding Local Nature Partnership to support 
and encourage the development of healthy living / wellbeing 
actions and projects that utilise access to nature and the 
countryside as an enabling tool.   

2013 - 2015
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ANNEX 1: PROGRESS AGAINST EARLIER RURAL STRATEGIES

A1.1  The development and implementation of the East Riding of Yorkshire Rural Strategy has 
brought benefits to rural communities through funding opportunities, joint-working, best 
practice exchange and improved service delivery, notably through partnership working.  
Successes include:  

•	 Three	major	rural	conferences	of	which	two	had	ministerial-level	input
•	 Conferences	for	rural	businesses
•	 Seminars	for	the	farming	sector
•	 Discussion	/	scrutiny	groups	-	addressing,	for	example,	rural	health	provision	and	Local	

Area Agreements
•	 Rural	Development	/	Rural	Business	Awards	Scheme
•	 Foot	and	Mouth	Local	Action	Group
•	 Local	Food	events	and	projects	supporting	local	produce
•	 Local	Produce	Directory
•	 Local	food	mapping
•	 Support	for	the	rural	business	sector	through	the	LEADER+	COMBINE	Project
•	 An	improved	community-transport	network
•	 Parish-based	identification	of	local	housing	need
•	 Pilot	schemes	for	village	shops,	village	pubs	and	village	halls
•	 Single	Regeneration	Budget	Programme	in	Withernsea	and	southern	Holderness	and	

Beverley / Driffield
•	 Market	Town	Initiatives	in	Hornsea,	Market	Weighton	and	Howden
•	 Revitalising	the	Riding	-	LEADER+	in	the	East	Riding	of	Yorkshire
•	 Beacon	 Council	 Status	 for	 East	 Riding	 of	 Yorkshire	 Council	 under	 the	 theme	 of	

Supporting the Rural Economy
•	 	Coast,	Wolds,	Wetlands	&	Waterways	-	LEADER	2007-13
•	 	Humber	Rural	Delivery	Pathfinder
•	 Community-based	activity	in	Easington,	Bempton	/	Flamborough,	Pocklington,	Snaith	

/ Cowick, Aldbrough, Lissett / Wolds villages
•	 Work	to	highlight	the	importance	of	/	support	agriculture
•	 Rural-proofing	activity
•	 Strong	 and	 distinctive	 rural	 voice	 in	 respect	 of	 consultation	 on	 plans,	 policy	 and	

programmes, lobbying and performance indicators 

A1.2     The table overleaf details specific progress against the strategic aims of the 2005 Rural  
 Strategy.
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STRATEGIC 
AIMS OBJECTIVES ACHIEVEMENTS	TO	DATE

Business Enterprise, Jobs 
and Wealth - to increase 
the rate of business births 
and growth in rural 
areas, helping all forms of 
enterprise to adapt in order 
to sustain and create jobs 
and wealth.

To help existing businesses, especially those in the 
food and drink business cluster, including agriculture, 
develop and adapt to new circumstances and market 
opportunities.

To foster new entrepreneurship and new forms of 
enterprise with good survival and growth prospects to 
serve and create new growing markets.

To focus most economic development and support 
services in the Rural East Riding in market towns as 
sustainable service centres for their hinterlands.

•	 Introduced	a	local	Rural	Enterprise	Advisory	Service	
•	 Developed	the	East	Riding	of	Yorkshire	Local	Food	

Network 
•	 Developed	the	Women	in	Rural	Enterprise	Network	
•	 Pioneered	cycle	tourism	
•	 Training	programmes	for	independent	retailers
•	 Established	the	‘Enterprise	Village’	concept	
•	 Market	Town	Renaissance	Partnerships
•	 Supporting	post	office	business	owners	facing	closure	of	

premises
•	 Support	for	the	developing	energy	crops	/	biomass	sector

Quality Services for Quality 
of Life - to provide access 
to a choice of housing, 
transport and quality 
modern services for people 
living in the Rural East 
Riding.

To support choice and affordability of homes that meet 
decent standards in sustainable locations.

To maintain the current level of public transport 
provision and strengthen the connections between 
market towns and settlements in the rural hinterlands.

To maintain a basic network of community services, 
with a strengthened role for market towns as accessible 
hubs for service provision.

•	 Rural	Housing	Enabler
•	 Community	transport	
•	 Wheels-to-Work
•	 Development	Plan
•	 Community	buildings	
•	 Support	and	guidance	for	a	number	of	community-led	

broadband proposals

Countryside, Environment 
and Agriculture - to 
protect and enhance the 
value of the environment 
of the Rural East Riding, 
recognising the critically 
important role of a viable 
agricultural industry, whilst 
at the same time making 
it more accessible for the 
benefit of residents and 
visitors.

To maintain and enhance the biodiversity and natural 
features of the Rural East Riding.

To maintain and enhance the settlement character of the 
Rural East Riding.

To create the conditions that will help to sustain a viable 
agricultural industry which can continue to exercise 
good land management and environmental protection.

To increase the managed use of leisure, recreation and 
tourism opportunities in the countryside, including a 
well-maintained Public Rights-of-Way Network.

•	 East	Riding	Biodiversity	Action	Plan
•	 Campaign	for	the	Farmed	Environment
•	 Input	from	Rural	Partnership	into	Development	Plan
•	 Published	two	reviews	of	the	Importance	of	Agriculture	

and Land Management to the East Riding of Yorkshire
•	 Local	Access	Forum
•	 Support	for	the	developing	energy	crops	/	biomass	sector	
•	 Supplied	training	for	farmers	on	the	biomass	and	 

bio-fuel sectors 
•	 Rights-of-Way	Improvement	Plan	
•	 Local	Access	Forum	
•	 Responses	to	internal	and	external	consultations	(eg.	

Natural Environment White Paper, Coastal Path,  
East Riding Tourism Accommodation Review)

Cross-cutting aim (on 
ways of working to deliver 
objectives) - to work in 
inclusive partnerships, 
which engage active local 
communities, reflect rights, 
roles and responsibilities 
and put the customer at the 
forefront. 

Encourage and support the development of active 
citizenship, vibrant communities and quality local 
governance.

Identify, influence and mobilise different forms of 
resources for investment in ‘implementation’.

Ensure rural proofing is demonstrably embedded in 
practice.

Encourage innovation and creativity in service delivery 
that reaches out to and can be reached by people living 
in rural areas.

•	 Community-led	Parish	Planning,	Community	
Partnerships and Emergency Plans at the parish level

•	 Training	of	parish	councillors	and	community	
volunteers

•	 Regular	training	events	and	annual	conference	for	
agricultural businesses at Bishop Burton College

•	 LEADER+	Revitalising	the	Riding	Programme	
•	 LEADER	Coast,	Wolds,	Wetlands	and	Waterways	

Programme
•	 Langeled	Rural	Community	Development	Fund
•	 Responses	to	internal	and	external	consultations
•	 Humber	Rural	Delivery	Pathfinder

ANNEX 1: PROGRESS AGAINST EARLIER RURAL STRATEGIES
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STRATEGIC AIMS OBJECTIVES

East Riding Local Strategic Partnership -  
Community Plan 

The Rural Strategy will ensure that Community Plan ambitions can be delivered effectively in 
rural areas and in sparse rural communities.  Progress will be reported via the LSP Economic and 
Environment Action Groups. 

East Riding of Yorkshire Council - Local Plan The Rural Partnership will explore the potential interface between neighbourhood and 
community-led planning. The Local Plan will be a key enabling mechanism for delivery of the 
Rural Strategy’s ambitions.  

East Riding of Yorkshire Council - Local 
Transport Plan 3 (2011-2026)

Actions will be linked to LTP3 objectives through liaison with the East Riding of Yorkshire 
Transport Partnership.  Specifications to strengthen the community transport sector will link to 
the LTP3 Accessibility Strategy.  

NHS and East Riding of Yorkshire Council - 
Joint Health Strategy  

The Rural Partnership will engage with new structures for the commissioning and delivery 
of health services to ensure that they address rural health inequalities and develop innovative 
approaches to provision in sparse rural areas. 

East Riding Local Strategic Partnership - 
Economic Development Strategy 

The Rural Strategy will inform the revision of the Economic Development Strategy and will take 
an active role in the development of relevant sector growth / resilience plans.  Intended to sit 
under the Economic Development Strategy, a Tourism Strategy is now under development and 
will	have	strong	links	to	the	Rural	Strategy.		Preparation	is	being	led	by	VHEY.		The	local	food	
offer and heritage and nature tourism will be of significant importance.

East Riding Biodiversity Partnership - 
Biodiversity  Strategy and Action Plan

The Rural Partnership is a member of the Biodiversity Partnership, and will be a member of 
the Hull and East Riding Local Nature Partnership.   The Rural Strategy’s objectives relating to 
sustainable agriculture will support and enhance Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan aims.

East Riding Cultural Partnership - Cultural 
Strategy (2011-2015)

Practical links include work to develop the local food sector and collaboration to encourage the 
promotion of cultural opportunities and arts, cultural and heritage assets in rural communities 
and maximise economic benefits of cultural activity.

East Riding of Yorkshire Council - Draft Housing 
Strategy / Sub-Strategies

Links will be developed to encourage the provision of affordable housing in rural areas and 
through work to tackle fuel poverty. 

East Riding of Yorkshire Council - Climate 
Change Strategy

The Rural Strategy will develop positive actions to help rural communities mitigate or adapt to 
climate change and promote renewable energy installation / the Green Deal. 

East	Riding	of	Yorkshire	Council	-	Voluntary	and	
Community Sector Strategy 

A range of project development work will be undertaken with key voluntary sector partners to 
map assets, build community capacity and respond to challenges and opportunities in the East 
Riding’s rural communities. 

East Riding of Yorkshire Council - Local 
Broadband Plan 

The Rural Policy and Partnerships Section is a member of the Council’s Broadband Project Team.  
The Section  will lead on the provision of support for rural communities seeking to develop 
community broadband projects.

Humber Estuary Coastal Authorities Group - 
East Riding of Yorkshire Shoreline Management 
Plan 2 

The Rural Policy and Partnerships Section will work with relevant council officers to promote 
rural community action and involvement with priority actions in coastal areas.

Positive about Life: East Riding of Yorkshire 
Strategy for Older People (2010-2015)

The Rural Strategy’s Action Plan will develop a number of actions that will aim to improve 
outcomes for older people, in particular relating to access to services and rural health inequalities. 

ANNEX 2 LINKS WITH OTHER RELEVANT STRATEGIES AND POLICIES
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OTHER	RELEVANT	 
STRATEGIES	/	POLICIES	 RURAL	STRATEGY	LINKS	

Living Well with Dementia: East Riding of 
Yorkshire Strategy for Dementia (2009-2014)

The Rural Strategy’s Action Plan will develop a number of actions that will aim to improve 
outcomes for vulnerable people, in particular relating to access to services and rural health 
inequalities.

East Riding of Yorkshire Council Telecare 
Strategy 2010 (Draft)

The Rural Strategy’s Action Plan will seek to develop innovative approaches to the delivery of 
healthcare in rural areas, in particular relating to access to services and rural health inequalities.

East Riding  of Yorkshire and North Yorkshire 
Waterways Strategy (forthcoming 2012)

The Rural Strategy’s Action Plan will align where appropriate with the emerging Waterways 
Strategy.  Specific actions relating to countryside access, reconnecting people with nature 
and	developing	better	local	understanding	of	land	drainage	in	the	River	Hull	Valley	will	add	
significant value to the work of the Waterways Partnership. 

East Yorkshire Child Poverty Needs Assessment 
and Strategy (forthcoming 2012)

The Rural Strategy’s Action Plan will include measures to improve and widen access to 
community transport services, working closely with the Council’s Children, Families and Adult 
Services Directorate. 

East Riding Cultural Partnership - Cultural 
Strategy (2011-2015)

Practical links include work to develop the local food sector and collaboration to encourage the 
promotion of cultural opportunities and arts, cultural and heritage assets in rural communities 
and maximise economic benefits of cultural activity.
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Annex 2 : Table A (continued)



OTHER	RELEVANT	 
PARTNERSHIPS  RURAL	PARTNERSHIP	LINKS	

East Riding Local Strategic Partnership  The Rural Partnership is linked to the Local Strategic Partnership via the LSP Economy and 
Environment Action Groups.  Owing to the cross cutting nature of rural issues, the Rural 
Partnership will also work on areas of mutual interest with the Children’s Trust Board, the 
Community Safety Partnership and the Health and Wellbeing Action Group. 

East Riding Community Partnerships The Rural Partnership is linked to Community Partnerships via existing areas of joint-working 
with partners (e.g. work on parish planning with Humber and Wolds Rural Community Council).

Market Town Renaissance Partnerships and other 
Community-Led Market Town Partnerships 

The Rural Partnership is linked to Renaissance and other Market Town Partnerships by existing 
areas of joint-working (e.g. development of the local food sector).

Hull and East Riding Local Nature Partnership, 
the East Riding Biodiversity Partnership and 
the East Riding and North Yorkshire Waterways 
Partnership

The Rural Partnership is represented on the Local Nature Partnership Steering Group and is a 
member of the Biodiversity and Waterways Partnerships.  The Rural Strategy’s objectives relating 
to sustainable agriculture, local civic participation and access to the countryside are designed to 
support and enhance the aims of these Partnerships.

East Riding Cultural Partnership The Rural Partnership is a member of the Cultural Partnership.  It is anticipated that a number of 
the Rural Strategy’s objectives (e.g. relating to development of business networks and supporting 
sustainable rural tourism) will support the aims of the Cultural Partnership.

East Riding Transport Partnership and 
Community Transport Network

The Rural Partnership is represented on the East Riding Transport Partnership and significant 
work to maintain local public transport networks and strengthen the community transport sector 
will be undertaken through the Rural Strategy’s Action Plan. 

East Riding Local Involvement Network 
(ER LINk) - March 2013 / in future Local 
Healthwatch

The Rural Partnership is a member of ER LINk.  It is anticipated that a number of Rural Strategy’s 
objectives relating to the delivery of rural services will support the work of ERLINk and the new 
Local Healthwatch when established. 

ANNEX 2: LINKS WITH OTHER RELEVANT PARTNERSHIPS
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RISK	 CONTROL	MEASURE	

Rural Strategy will not have appropriate influence on other 
East Riding of Yorkshire Council strategies and policies. 

Detailed consultation has taken place with key officers of East Riding of 
Yorkshire Council in order to finalise the publication draft. 

Rural Strategy fails to influence the policies and delivery 
plans of partner agencies, and encourage them to effectively 
‘rural-proof ’ policy and service delivery.

Partner agencies have been actively involved in the process of constructing 
the Rural Strategy and fully consulted on pre-publication drafts.  Steps will 
be taken to ensure partner agencies can contribute effectively to Action 
Plan development. 

Rural Strategy fails to meet customer expectations.  Launch 
event fails to have sufficient impact. 

Major launch event with highly respected keynote speakers to ensure that 
the Rural Strategy is given proper weight.  Additional local advocacy will 
be undertaken at rural community level. 

Action Plan fails to deliver desired outcomes. A detailed Risk Register with robust control measures will be constructed 
as an integral component of the finalised Action Plan for the Rural 
Strategy. 



 




                 
                 



               

 

               


            


   
 


      
               
 



 































 






 




                 
                 



               

 

               


            


   
 


      
               
 



 































 




ANNEX 3: RISK ANALYSIS
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ANNEX 5: NOTES  AND GLOSSARY

LEADER is an EU funded rural development programme. For more information visit: www.ruralprogrammes.gov.uk

www.communities.gov.uk/publications/localgovernment/businessratestechnical


 

                                                 

                



             
               

                 
             

              
        


                  

            

                



                   
                 

  
                
          



              
                 


      

                
                 

               





5

Notes and Glossary



                                                                                                                                                                            
                 
                 
              
                 

               





             



                









                 

             

                

                



                 



               
                  






                                                                                                                                                                            
                 
                 
              
                 

               





             



                









                 

             

                

                



                 



               
                  






ANNEX 5: NOTES  AND GLOSSARY

82

www.acre.org.uk/our-work/community-led-planning
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be replaced by the full profiles, as they become available.  www.naturalengland.org.uk/publications/nca/default.aspx
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ACRE Action with Communities in Rural England

CRC Commission for Rural Communities 

CPRE Campaign for The Protection Of Rural England

CWWW Coast Wolds Wetlands and Waterways LEADER Programme

Defra Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs

DCLG Department for Communities and Local Government

DWP Department for Work and Pensions 

EA Environment Agency

EAFRD European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development

ERCCP East Riding Coastal Change Pathfinder

ERYRP East Riding of Yorkshire Rural Partnership

EYBAP East Yorkshire Biodiversity Action Plan 

FE Further Education

FLAG Fisheries Local Action Group 

GVA	 Gross	Value	Added

HECAG Humber Estuary Coastal Authorities Group

LEPs Local Enterprise Partnerships

LNPs Local Nature Partnerships

LSP Local Strategic Partnership

LTP3 Local Transport Plan 3

NIAs Nature Improvement Areas

NFU National Farmers’ Union

NPPF National Planning Policy Framework

Nuts3 Nomeclature of Units For Territorial  Statistics

ONS Office for National Statistics

RDPE Rural Development Programme for England

SMP2 Shoreline Management Plan 2

YNYERLEP York, North Yorkshire and East Riding  Local Enterprise Partnership
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East Riding of Yorkshire Council will, on request, 
provide this document in Braille, audio or large print. 

If English is not your first language and you would 
like a translation of this document into any other 

language, please telephone (01482) 393939.


